170                 CAN THE ORIGIN OF LIFE

Take now a third phenomenon. We know that
life in various forms exists on earth. We have
strong physical reasons for believing that the earth
was once in a molten state, a state, therefore, utterly
unfit for its habitation by living things. How, then,
did life originate upon earth ? Even though we may
be unable to give any scientific account of its actual
origin, is there something which we can scientifically
examine that seems so far akin to the origination of
living from dead matter as to raise some degree
of probability that such a thing is possible by mere
natural causes ?

Now I think the scientific answer to this question
must be in the negative. For my own part I may
say that I know of nothing at all analogous to it.
The most eminent biologists and the most careful
experimentalists seem to have come to the con-
clusion that, so far as our investigation can carry
us, life can only come from life. Here then we
are brought face to face with the alternative of
either admitting the probability of the exertion of
some creative power above the ordinary course of
nature, or of rejecting any such agency and sticking
to evolution in spite of all appearances pointing to its
inadequacy. Of course we may assume evolution for
trial, as a guide to our researches, so long as we bear
in mind that it is only assumed hypothetically, for
that purpose ; but to adhere to it when there appears